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The Hundred Languages of Children

No way.

The hundred is there.

The child is made  of one hundred.

The child has a hundred languages

A hundred hands

A hundred thoughts

A hundred ways of thinking

Of playing, of speaking.

A hundred, always a hundred

Ways of listening

Of marvelling, of loving

A hundred joys

For singing and understanding

A hundred worlds to discover

A hundred worlds to invent

A hundred worlds to dream.

The child has a hundred languages

(And a hundred hundred hundred more)

But they steal ninety-nine.

The school and the culture

Separate the head from the body.

They tell the child to think without hands

To do without head

To listen and not to speak

To understand without joy

To love and to marvel

Only at Easter and Christmas.

They tell the child

To discover the world already there

And of the hundred

They steal ninety-nine.

They tell the child

That work and play

Reality and fantasy

Science and imagination

Sky and earth

Reason and dream

Are things

That do not belong together.

And thus they tell the child

That the hundred is not there.

The child says

“No way – The hundred is there.”
Loris Malaguzzi
Welcome to Pre-Kindy
We are pleased and excited to welcome your family to the Pre-Kindy Room.  We look forward to caring for your precious child, and developing strong connections with you and your family. This booklet is designed to provide you with information relating to the operation of our room.  Remember, our door is open to you at any time and we look forward to getting to know both you and your child.

Your Child’s Educators for 2018 are:
Miss Michel:

· Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care. Studying Diploma Early Childhood Education and Care.
· Five years experience in early childhood.
Miss Heidi: 

· Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care.
· Five months experience in Early Childhood.
Miss Bec:
· Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care.  
· Six years experience in Early Childhood.
Our Room: An Overview

At Allies we value the role of play in children’s learning and development so much that alongside the Early Years Learning Framework we have adopted an approach called Playwork. Playwork simply means the work of creating and maintaining spaces full of possibilities for children to play. The theory and practice of playwork recognizes that children’s play should be freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically motivated. “Playworkers understand children’s play must not be ‘adulterated’ by any adult or external agendas to purposely redirect, encourage or plan for children’s play in order to achieve specific learning outcomes”- Malarkey Playwork.

We attended an in-depth professional development to assist us in enabling your children the opportunity to truly play. 
We regularly call for donations of old/used/unwanted items as well as natural materials to support our program. Loose parts are an essential component of the playwork philosophy. Open-ended and real materials such as fabric, wood, boxes, pipes or shells are made freely available for the children to access whenever their need arises.

The Theory of Loose Parts: “The idea that loose parts, materials which can be moved around, designed and redesigned and tinkered with; create infinitely more opportunities for creative engagement than static materials and environments. Basically, the more materials there are the more people can interact”- Simon Nicholson, Architect.

PARENT / TEACHER COMMUNICATION

· Our aim is to foster a positive and caring relationship with you and your child.  
· We value strong partnerships with families as this contributes to the development and well being of the child.  
· The link between home and Kindy is a vital one, and it is our hope that you will communicate with us about your needs and those of your child. 
· We place a strong focus on face-to-face communication and look forward to chatting with you daily about your child and their time at Kindy wherever possible. 
How we communicate with families:

We recognize that all families are individual and as such have varying needs and expectations in terms of communication.

Some of the ways we will communicate with you include:

· Portfolio: This will assist in communicating your child’s development whilst at Allies. It is our hope that families will also contribute to the content of these portfolio’s in order to develop an overall picture of your child, their time at Kindy and their family.  
· Allies Parent Hub: We find our Facebook hub page to be a very effective and convenient way to communicate information about our program, any notices, and share information between Kindy and home. Please search for Allies Parent Hub on facebook and request join so we can include you.
· Sleep Chart: Used to record whether your child sleeps or not, and for how long.
· Written information regarding your child’s eating habits will be provided on request.  Any food left in lunch boxes is what hasn’t been eaten. If your child’s eating habits have changed or your child has eaten very little we will either phone you (depending on the severity) or discuss this with you on collection of your child.
· Special Daily messages: some days there might be certain messages that we’d like to pass onto you about your child. If these are of an urgent nature one of us/an allocated staff member will ring you as soon as possible and appropriate. However if it’s a more general notice we will leave a note on the sign-in sheets to indicate that an educator would like to see you before you take your child home. 
· PARENT NOTICE BOARD
Our notice board has important information on it so please take the time to read it!  In this area you will find:

-General Communication/Information: such as up and coming events, health issues etc.  Please take the time to read this and keep up to date.  

-Policies Folder: If you need a copy of any of these please do not hesitate to ask. 

-Cozy area: a space for you and your child to peruse their individual portfolios on any day.

If at any point, these methods of communication are not meeting the needs of your family, please come and chat with us so we can work together to find a system that works for you.

Please Bring EVERY DAY:
· Hat - needed every day for outside play!

NO HAT = SHADE PLAY.

· Sheet set - needed every day for rest time. This may be left at Kindy all week but must be taken home at the end of the week to be laundered.
· 2 - 3 sets of named spare clothes – in Pre-Kindy we paint, run through the sprinkler, play in the mud, dig in the garden etc. on a daily basis, so please ensure your child has sufficient spare clothes to enable them to participate in these experiences. 
· Plenty of named underpants and shorts – if you are toilet training.

· Nappies daily (if still requiring them) – for regular changes and sleep time if necessary.

· Lunch box and drink bottle clearly named.
PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS TO PREVENT LOST PROPERTY!!!

It is vital that all items brought to day care are named and labeled clearly. Sometimes belongings unfortunately do go missing, naming items will help minimise this from happening.
WHAT TO BRING ON YOUR CHILD”S FIRST DAY
· A box of tissues.
· Sunscreen lotion - not roll on for hygiene reasons.
· A packet or box of wipes. 
· A plant for the room.
· A Family Photo – if your child’s family  has a number of 
family groupings 
E.g. Step Families etc. please bring along photos of all groupings (
Throughout the year these items may need to be replaced. We will send home notes when these items are required again.  Providing these items helps us to minimise running costs, and in turn the cost of our fees. (
HELPFUL HINTS WHEN DRESSING YOUR CHILD FOR Pre-KINDY: 
-At this age children are becoming more independent and enjoy doing things for themselves.  Children can become frustrated with buttons and belts etc.
- Clothing which is easy to pull up and down allows your child to develop confidence and self-help skills. 
FOOD REQUIREMENTS

- Each day your child will need:

1. Morning tea

2. Lunch 

3. Afternoon tea. 

4. Possibly a late snack

Also, Breakfast if they are going to be here early in the morning.  

-Please ensure Lunch boxes are named and placed in the fridge.  

-Any items not in the lunch box need to be clearly named, e.g., poppers, yogurt.  

-For safety reasons, if an item has no name, it cannot be given to a child.   For more food suggestions or any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to see any of the room educators.

Health and Nutrition:
-Our Centre is committed to following Child Care Guidelines and promoting healthy and nutritious eating habits.  We will always encourage children to eat healthy foods first!

-Lollies, chips, chocolate flavoured yogurt, cordial, chocolate, roll-ups, donuts, etc are not recommended.

-Food with more than 15% fat or sugar is also not recommended.

-Our Nutrition Policy is available for ideas on healthy lunches and can be found on our fridge door (
Drink Bottles 
-Please ensure these are clearly named and placed on the Drink trolley. These must be taken home
 daily to be washed.

-No juice or cordial, thanks! Water is preferred, as it is best for your child’s teeth, body and will keep them well hydrated.
Drinking Water
-Water will be available to the children during the day and they will have access to the bubbler when outside.
SIGNING IN AND OUT
-Please remember to sign in and out each day, even when your child is away. This is a legal requirement and ensures you receive your childcare benefit entitlement. This is also needed in case of an emergency.  
-Sign in and out monitors are located in the foyer.  
BIRTHDAYS/CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

-Birthdays are important to many families, so we like to celebrate them with you!  
-Parents are encouraged to bring a cake or something of their choice for the class to share for this special occasion. Please mention to staff what your plans are so we can assist. 
-We appreciate that a number of families do not celebrate birthdays due to cultural and religious reasons/beliefs.  Please see us so that we can ensure your child and families cultural/religious practices are respected.

Does your family celebrate a special religious or cultural event? 
PLEASE come and chat with us, it is very important to us that we incorporate the religious and cultural needs of all our children and families!
HATS

-Your child's hat can be kept in their bag or on the hat rack.  Please ensure your child’s hat is clearly named.
-It is essential that you take your child’s hat home to be washed on a regular basis.  
INCIDENT FORMS 

-When children have an incident and it needs treatment, a form will be filled out and given to you to sign at the end of the day. If it is of an urgent nature a staff member will phone you to discuss the situation as soon as possible, otherwise one of us or another staff member (who we’ve informed about the incident) will speak to you personally about the situation when you arrive to pick up your child.  
MEDICATION 

THIS AREA IS COVERED BY STRICT FAMILY SERVICES GUIDELINES.

-No medication can be given unless these guidelines are followed.  
-Medication forms, which are located in the office, need to be completed and the staff notified for checking and signing.  
-Medication needs to be placed in either the kitchen fridge or in the medication box above the stove. 
-All medications must be clearly labeled with a doctors/pharmacy label.  
-Panadol for temperatures can be administered if the parents sign the back of the enrolment form.  This is a once-a-day only dosage and the parents are notified by phone before the Panadol is administered.
SICK DAYS

-When your child is not feeling well, it is best to keep them at home.  This will help prevent the spread of illnesses and ensure your child receives the rest they need to recover.
DAYS AWAY

-If your child is away due to illness or holidays etc.  Please ring and let us know as soon as possible. This will enable us to allocate make up days to other families.
MAKE UP DAYS

-If you are after a specific day for a make up day, please notify Amee or Amanda and they can check the diary and hopefully help you out for that day. 
-If there is no day available we will write you in the diary and let you know as soon as that day becomes available.
PROGRAMME GUIDELINES
DEVELOPMENTAL RECORD BOOK

-Each child has a Portfolio, which contains both developmental records such as observations and learning stories. 
-The Portfolio is kept at the centre and is available for parents to view daily.  
-We encourage families to add comments and pages as they experience events and occasions in their family, as we believe the portfolio should provide an image of the whole child.
PROGRAM PLANNING

-We offer an indoor/outdoor program which allows freedom of choice where the children are able to play both indoor and outdoor.
-The program is reflective of the children interests and needs and this guides our practice on a daily basis. 
-We encourage and promote self-help skills in our room. At this age children begin to respond, and then enjoy the feeling of independence and conquering their new found skills. 
 -Building confidence and self-esteem is an important part of our program.
SLEEP/REST TIME
-It is a requirement under the Child Care Regulations that all children are given time to rest or sleep on appropriate bedding. 
-Whilst your child may not sleep at home, we find that, as time at Kindy is especially active,  most young children need to sleep to rejuvenate their body otherwise they are unable to participate in activities to their full potential and you may find a change in their behaviour due to lack of sleep.  
-Under no circumstances are children made to sleep but they are definitely given the opportunity to.  
-Children will be required to rest for at least 30-60 minutes. After this period the children will be given the opportunity to engage in quiet activities.
-We have found in the past that parents may request that their children do not sleep. Whilst we respect and value that you are the primary caregiver we also acknowledge that children have the right to sleep if they need to. 
SAYING GOODBYE - SOME HELPFUL HINTS

-Saying Goodbye to your child in the morning can be a stressful time for both them and you.  Rest assured that your child’s safety and happiness is our priority and we will ensure they are supported throughout this time. -Some helpful hints are:

· -Give yourself some extra time so that you can settle your child in.  If you are in a rush your child will feel this and may become anxious.  
· -Develop a routine, this develops security through the child being able to predict the upcoming events, e.g. put bag away, then lunch box.  
· -Things to say - 'Good bye darling, I'll be back after you've had a sleep.'  'Bye, have a lovely day, I'll see you after lunch and rest.'

· -If your child is upset at separation tell them you love them and will pick them up later.  
· It is best not to sneak out or disappear, this only builds mistrust and your child may be less reluctant to let you out of sight even at home. 
· -If you say you’re going, don't come back in. Your child needs to know that you’re leaving and that you will be back.  
· -The only way to build the child's trust is to have repeated experiences of separation and reunion, which follows a predictable pattern.

· -Remember we are here to help, let us know when you are about to say 'good bye'.  
Finally we would like to thank you for the privilege of becoming a part of your life and the life of your child.  Never hesitate to ring us if you have any concerns and feel free to talk to us at any time. Our door is always open.  We are looking forward to working together with your family and sharing many memorable, precious moments with you and your child.
Miss Michel, Miss Heidi and Miss Bec.
A person's a person, no matter how small.�--Dr. Seuss








Children learn how to play. Most importantly, in play, children learn how to learn- Fred Donaldson 











